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Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the rejection of claims 1-27 set forth in 
the Office Action dated September 6, 2005. 

1. Claims 1 , 2, 17, and 22-24 were rejected under §103 (a) as obvious over the Field 
US patent No. 5,428,616 in view of the Saunders patent application publication No. 
2002/00974463. 

Applicant courteously contends that Field represents non-analogous art. Claim 1 of the 
present application is directed to a switching node for evaluating packet switching performance. 
However, Field relates to a packet transmission system in which variable delays are measured by 
accumulating output buffering delays incurred by a packet as the packet is processed in each 
compliant node in its path. As each output queuing delay is incurred after each packet switching 
function completes its task, Field therefore explicitly does not teach evaluating the packet 
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